


It’s “back to school” for Ruscilli Construction Company. Not for 
higher learning, but to do one of the things we do best … aide in the 
development of educational facilities. We are privileged–for the third 
time during the past decade–to have been selected to work with The 
Ohio State University, helping them keep pace with the needs of their 
growing student body and campus environment.

Presently under construction is the new Student Academic Services 
Building and Lane Avenue Parking Garage, located at the corner of 
Lane Avenue and Tuttle Park Place on the OSU Campus. The 127,400 
square foot building will house offices for Admissions, Registrar, 
Financial Aid, Enrollment Services, Fees and Deposits, and Student 
Loan Disbursements on its six floors plus penthouse. The 449,160 
square foot garage will accommodate nearly 1,400 vehicles on nine 
levels.

The building is being constructed on a frame assembled from 909 tons 
of structural steel, and will feature brick veneer and glass curtain walls.  
The garage is post tension construction with cast-in-place concrete, 
and will also make use of curtain walls and brick veneer.  

Two additional design features of the garage will catch the eye of 
passing motorists. Structural steel cantilevers will extend approximately 
39 feet away from the west end of the building and will shelter a plaza 
of granite pavers. And at night, a stainless steel mesh screen will be 
dramatically highlighted by LED lighting. The entire project is LEED-
certified by the U.S. Green Building Council and is the second such 
facility to be constructed at OSU. 

Certain site features are requiring some innovative solutions. A high 
water table has called for construction of a slurry wall, which Project 
Manager Adam Drexel describes as “a giant bathtub” enclosing the 
foundations of the facilities. In addition, a 72-inch concrete pipe and 
concrete retention tank are being employed to regulate storm water 
runoff from the site. 

Finally, accommodating OSU’s 
own utilities has necessitated 
the construction of a 550-lineal-
foot, cast-in-place utility tunnel 
beneath both the building and 
the garage. Piping will be placed 
inside this tunnel for both 
steam and chilled water that are 
generated by the university.

We at Ruscilli have been 
Buckeye fans since 1922 when 
company founder Louis G. 
Ruscilli Sr. smoothed concrete 
on the original Ohio Stadium.  
It’s an honor to contribute to the 
growth of this great institution 
that helped to launch the family 
business many years ago. 

INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY
Many commercial construction companies are jumping 
on the green build bandwagon—and with good reason. 
While it’s clear that green buildings can better the 
environment, what about the bottom line? Energy 
efficiency is certainly one way, but there’s also the issue 
of greater workforce productivity. Cleaner, fresher—
and often more comfortable—buildings are healthier 
and more pleasant. As a result, employees are happier 
and healthier. In fact, one study suggests that improving 
indoor air quality could save U.S. businesses up to $58 
billion in lost sick time each year, with yet another $200 
billion earned in increased worker performance.

THE LOCAL IMPACT
Sustainable green construction is alive and well in 
Central Ohio and companies like Ruscilli are part of 
the environmental impact. When the Mid-Ohio Food 
Bank decided to renovate and convert its existing 
building into a state-of-the-art distribution facility, they 
hosted a session for people from around the country to 
find out what it means to have a green building and 
a LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) facility. Jim Cetovich, Ruscilli’s Vice President 
of Business Development, became involved and Ruscilli 
took on the project. 

After what has become a year-long process, Cetovich 
has this to say: “Our role in the project was to work 
with the design consultants to make sure they were 
aware of budget impacts on the design criteria. As the 
contractor, we have to also understand the challenges 
and requirements to make sure the building reaches the 
desired Silver Level.” 
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OSUGrows Again

In 1989, our introductory Ruscilli 
Report newsletter quoted L. Jack 
Ruscilli, President and CEO, as 
saying —

“The discipline of tight 
schedules, exact budgets 
and strict building standards 
gives us experience that we 
pass on to each client every 
time we break ground. 
Whether yours is a public 
or private sector project, you 
are the beneficiary of this 
knowledge and expertise.”

These words still ring true today. 
Our discipline and high standards 
have guided Ruscilli for more than 
60 years. Through repeat cycles of 
construction “boom and bust,” we 
have maintained a steady course 
that has won the respect of our 
competitors and the loyalty of our 
clients. With a portfolio of successful 
accomplishments for just about every 
business and industrial classification, 
including several Fortune 500 
companies, Ruscilli remains one of 
the premiere construction firms in 
the Midwest.

Energized by our successes, 
disciplined by our heritage, and 
excited about our future as a fourth 
generation family-owned business, 
we reintroduce our corporate 
newsletter, now titled Ruscilli 
Resource. Our goal is to share insight 
and construction news or trends 
that can apply to your business 
– along with highlighting projects 
that are aiding in the growth and 
development throughout our 
region. 

Mid-Ohio FoodBank rendering is courtesy of Rogers Krajnak Architects, Inc. 

Ohio Stadium, under construction in 
1921, was the first horseshoe-shaped, 
double-deck stadium in the nation. 

Renderings courtesy of Acock Associates Architects.

Ruscilli believes in the benefits and 
added value that come from green 

construction practices. We also 
believe in being ready to provide you 
with the quality and efficiency you 

deserve. From Project Administrator 
to Superintendent to Vice President, 
we have more than 30 key personnel 

who are currently in the process  
of receiving LEED certification. 

These associates include: 

Steve Alvarez

Mike Ambuske

Adam Arnold

Justin Bates

Keith Beal

John Brendel

Jim Cetovich

Bernard Danforth

Bob Darrow

Tom Drerup

Adam Drexel

Tim Fraizer

Matthew Fry

Douglas Garey

Jim Jones

Craig Kertesz

Cindy King

Mike King

Andrew Martin

John Mathews

Roger Mcloney

Bill Mullett

Mark Mustard

Ramzi Najjar 

Jim O’Brien 

John Palombo 

Mark Robinson 

Lou Ruscilli

Tony Ruscilli

Larry Santone

John Williams

Rick Wright
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